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Natural 
Gas 
Prices - $ 
per 
MCF*

Date & No. of Months

1 yr. increments

* 1000 cubic feet = MCF Source: DTE Energy



Doors 1%

Floors 6%

Ceilings 7%

Windows 20% Walls (including 
basement) 27%

Air Infiltration 
(Leaks) 39%

Source: DTE Energy
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Negative pressurization could pull untreated humid air 
through cracks and gaps in the building envelope into 
walls where it can cool and condense to liquid form. This 
increases the risk of unhealthful mold infestation by 
providing the ingredients for a wonderful growth medium. 
Negatively pressurizing a space would also increase 
operating costs for energy usage immediately and 
decrease the systems ability to control comfort. 
Consistent positive pressurization flow would provide a 
barrier to infiltration, effectively seal the envelope from 
infiltration and providing a proactive solution one of the 
causes of mold infestation in exterior building walls.



The potential negative health impacts from KtoxicLmold 
have been hyped by the media to the point of consumer 
and insurance carrier panic. It is an area of IAQ that is 
fairly obvious. The impact of dilution ventilation, however, 
is not as apparent and therefore does not get the same 
visibility. It is only when linked to Ksick building 
syndromeLand the damage awards for occupants that it 
generated that we tend to hear about it. 



As we will see in subsequent examples, dilution 
ventilation rates have also demonstrated a profound 
impact on the measured productivity of building 
occupants. You will see significant authorities referencing 
that occupant salaries in offices often exceed one 
hundred times the building energy and maintenance 
costs. That equals nearly as much as the annual 
amortized cost of construction or rental.
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